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for the year ending Feb. 28th, 1857... 
; ne ie AES 
Account of Collector J. S, Tilton. - 7 
Amount of tax committed to him for collection, © 2963 - . 
Collector Tilton’s discharge as follows: | 
Paid State tax, 250. 60 ke 
‘“* County tax, Manage Pe “BAL 48 | 
** Selectmen in cash, Ae © 2084. OO: as 
‘‘ Non-resident highway tax worked out, 25 85.) . 
‘* by abatement of taxes of sundry persons, . 1438 — 
“« by three per cent. discount, | hit Fea 7 
‘‘ Collector for services, WW oa * st ites ye eo 63! fo A 
$2933.58 
Stratham, Feb. 2B, 1857; 
This day examined the foregoing account of Col. J. S. Til- 
ton and find it fairly brought, rightly cast and vouched, and the © 
sum of bis sta dollars phe ht cents epeerning in his 
hands. nt IGGIN rt 
$29 63 Z. Be FRENCH, gs | 
h Maney: recetved by de Selectmen, WF LABS ae) | | 
Received cash of the Selectmen of 1855, Viana ge Be: TO. Ce : 
‘ from the town Moa 3 “ba ie p OR BF 
i ss Lienert: Pa ee i nn ae ek OC 
se OE ec, Mee at Oe Hate 
aes G,. nal ae of account, §, Scamn- ay | | 
-'mon-vs. ‘Town of of Stra mite ay aie 25 ia 
‘of Collector Tilton, ca oo a » 2084, 99 5 yen 
y* 
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Selectmen's Discharge. 
Out-standing Demands. 


Paid L. O. & F. Kenniston, note and interest, 307 2k 


‘* J. W. Rollins in part for note, 
‘* B. Moulton, part interest on note, 
B.H. Jewett, services as Selectman after audi- : 
ting March 1. 1856, | 
* DD. W. Jones, auditing, 
ay fa Wiggin, do. 
‘“ D. W. Jones, Selectmen’s & Auditors’ expenses, 
‘¢ Z. J. Wiggin for benefit of School District No. 1, 


‘« J. J. Lane, : do. No. 4, 
** Levi Hoag, do. No. 3, 
4 do. repairs on S, house, 


‘“« C. W. Brewster, printing town accounts, 
“ KR. B. Smith, breaking roads, 


“« J, French 

a6 J. Smart, 66 6 
David French, ff a 
Ot gases. 2 Aton, ol ey 
‘« DeWitt C. Jewell, i 
‘« N. M, Barker, ‘ of 
© P. Merrill, ae ‘ 
“ Z. 8. French, ‘ re 
‘© William Clark, “ nt 
‘* Caleb Wiggin, ‘ fs 


‘« §$. Scammon, 
‘‘ J. Scammon, “ 
“ CC. A, Wiggin, “ i 


ARR Wiggin, nonresident highway tax worked 


out in 1851, 
“Jacob Wiggin, taking up and laying over bridge; 
‘« RR. B, Smith, work on road, more than tax, 
‘Wm. Clark, repairing chains broken on road, 
“Caleb Wiggin and G. O, Hilton’s nonresident 
highway tax 1855, 
‘< J. S. Leavitt, work on road, more than tax, 
‘* Levi Jewell, repairs on Winicut bridge, 
‘“<  D. Wiggin, ‘plank for Winicut bridge, 
—‘*  Z. Wiggin, use of office, ) 
‘John Scammon, services as ee, in rela- 


hee tion to a new town house, 

“a =" Jones 6 1 a cere 

‘ ’ 

» oF. O. Wiggin, fie oi 
z: he, a) ” ih Ai 4 gs, ay 
*? : & 
i r 
° ‘ 

* . 
ae < nie y wW ® * nd 


50 00 
7 78 


6 25, 


A 75 
4 75 
8 00 
101 63 
82 63 
112 63 
2 10 
17 00 
14 67 
22 36 
7 25 
3 68 
12 25 
39 36 
2 50 
1 25 
7 62 
1 00 
1 50 
5 00 
4 69 
3 


5 66 


231 | 
4 00. 


80 


25 | 


10 
50 
1d 
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Paid J.O, Wiggin, to drawing. ‘plans, aki, esti- 


¢é 


€- 


mate and report as per vote, 

_S. J. Sinclair, land taken for highway in 1854, 
and moving wall against the same, 

R. B. Smith, abatement of tax on cow, 

Geo. Wingate, bushel corn for J. L. Huntress, 

W. Perry, attendance. and dressing N. Mason, 
1854, 


G. Marston, services, case, S. Scammon vs. 


Town of Stratham, 

G, Marston, advice to Selectmen in relation to 
taxes, paupers, and other matters from 
March 1853, to Feb. I856, 

J.S. Wells, advice to Selectmen, per Janvrin, 

H. C. Bacon, " 

Albert Janvrin, breaking reads, 

Z. J. Wiggin, services Prudential Com., 

John Scammon, agent in case S. Scammon vs, 
Town, 


! 


Roads and Bridges. 


| Paid C. B. Johnson, land for highway and moving 53. 


rods of wall against the same, 
G. B. Fifield for breaking roads, 


J. Smart if 
Albert Janvrin ‘‘ _ 
E. M. C. Lane “ ‘ 
B. F. Clark “* Me 
J. S» Tilton «“s ly 
J.T.Moore “ . va 
A. Boardman ‘“ i wae 
S. Scammon ‘“ ‘“ 
N. M. Barker ‘‘ ¢ 
Caleb Wiggin “ on 
E. Chase, Jr., “ eo 
B. D. Laighton ‘ " 
H. P. Wingate “ . 
- repairs on bridges, | 
<e pe - work on road more than tax, 


A Boardman, repairs on ost 
Caleb Wiggin, gravel for roa 
N. M. Barker, work on road more than tax, 
Levi Jewell, plank and work on W. Bridge, 


- 


66 
6s 


Paid District No. 1, Z. J, Wiggin, 


6¢ 


4. 
A. R. Wiggin, 4 guide boards, . 
Amos Davis, two guide posts and setting, , 
Sohools. 
4 “« 2, W. L. Yeaton, 


‘f sf 3. ls Piper, 
Se ptsiatheaie ta Wiggin, 


School Committees. 


Paid B. D. Laighton, Superintendent, 


6é 


6¢ 


Z. J. Wiggin, Prudential, , 
W.L. Yeaton, 

T. Piper, 

J. F. Wiggin, 


Repairs on School Houses. 


Paid District No. 1, 


¢ 


6¢ 6¢ 9 


Sundry Expenses. 


* Paid for support of B. Mason in Somersworth, 


66 


for removing B. Mason from Somersworth to 
Stratham, 

S. Mason for support of B. Mason, 

for support of M. A. Huntoon, 

T.. Morris for support of Annie W. Morris from 
Feb. Ist,.’56, to Feb. Ist, ’57, 


‘ 


J.H. Jones for preserving orderi in town meeting, 1000 
] 


‘Geo. Janvrin, abatement on (tax, 
L. W. Mason, fe 


Daniel French, 4 

_S. Scammon, (et ia 

S. Emery, i Shak he adhd : 
D. Chase, Se MM Arte in at y 
Levi Hoag, ah teh Pe WT eB ik ae 


oof. Wiggin, epee ae. 9 


3.50 
2 00 


Sa ces 


$433 33 


$198 02 


198 02 
198 02 — 
80 00 


$674 06 


$18 00 
3,00 
2 00 
2 50 
4 00 


26 00) 
96 


3 fh 
A. E. Jewell, abatement'tax of David. Jewell, 200 


Hall & Clarke for advertising, 15 
A. W. Lovering, blank inventory books for town =~ 
Clerk, 3 50 
¥. Grant, Compiled Statutes} 3 00 
Town Office, Collector’s and Surveyor’s books, 1.25 
. Stationery, &c., 1 89 
J. W. Chase, enrolling 8th Co... | 3 00 
S.S. Fletcher for Teachers’ Institute, 21 46 
G. Marston, services and cash paid case Town 
vs. A, W. Smith and S. Scammon, 18 78 
M, G. Roberts, sweeping Hall, ringing bell. and 
making fire, , 150 
G. MW; Thompson, chat tax list, 1 50 
rh recordimg marriages, births and 
deaths, 2 82 
re M for G. H. Odell for recording 
births and deaths, 1 75 
" i services as town Clerk, | 8 00 
N. Stevens, balance for services as Superinden- Wilk 
dent of town Farm, 85 50 
Charlotte Wiggin, surplus interest, 40 
J. S. Tilton, making list of nonresident taxes 
and sending the same to Concord, 1 50 
™ settling County tax at Exeter, 50 
ve sending State tax to Concord, 2 00 
P. Merrill, services town Treasurer, 7 00 
‘* Selectmen’s expenses, 5 20 


Geo. H. Odell, medicines and medical atten- 
dance on town’s poor, to March 10, 1857, 20 00 
support of County Poor, 149 41 


$408 05° 
Account of County Poor. 


Paid N. Churchill & Son, supplies for J. L. Huntress, $7 00 


“~ 
~ 


M. F. Young, house rent 17 08 
r wood, debe hf 88 15 70 
-E.M.C. Lane, 100 Ibs. pork, 11 00 
N. Churchill & Son, a 5 for B. Philpot, 6 24 
J. Wiggin, mending shoes, % 67 
from the farm, | 104 00 


Dr. Odell, medical attendance from Nov, 1855, 
to March 10th, 1857, a | 38.75 


6 


re J, — for support of M. A. French to Nov. 


| 24th, 1856, 52. 06 
Geo. Lane, pork for J. L. Henshaw ~ 100 
$253 44 
Amount due from the County, from Nov. 24, 1855, 
to Feb. 24, 1857, $310 09 
1856. Town of Stratham to P. Merrill, Dr. 
aes 1], going toD. W. Jones, on town business, $50 
18, rf town Clerk, va 25 
+f BD. 4 Exeter, rm yy 25 
“hi Sha a} J.L. Hustiead and hiring Dr.Odell, ~ 50 
1 5 i attending Jury meeting, 25 
*¢ 29, L day at town farm to settle with Mr. Berry 
! and take account of personal property, 1 00 
April Ist, 1 day at town farm and in session, 1 00 
2, 3, 4,5 & 7, five days taking inventory, 6 2 
i 8, 1-2 ‘day at Exeter on town business, 50 
ig ll, 12, 15 .& 17, four days making assessment, 4 00 
if making taxes and recording them and making 
list of the same, 8 00 
*¢ 24, one day appointing Surveyors, phaing their 
books, &c., 1 00 
** 29, distributing Surveyor’s books, administering 
oaths and making return to town clerk, 1 00 
May 2, making return of inventories of 55 & 56, to 
Secretary of State, 50 
“« . 12, half day to Exeter on pauper ‘case, 50 
y 22) half day in session, 50 
rv 30, going to Addison Wiggin’ 8, 50 
Jane 14, widening roads, 75 
July 3, going to town Clerk’ s, 25 
Aug. 5 25 
Sept. 2’ attending Viies meeting, 25 
“4 5, going to Exeter and L. & F. enters 3, 75 
ih 16, attending Jury meeting, 25 
Oct. 6, going to G. B. Fifield’s, A. W. Smith's and 
examining bridge, 50 
“« 14, drawing warrants for town eee ¢ 50 
Nov. J, correcting check list, 50 
« 4, attending Jury meeting and on check list, 50 
if 14, in session at Mr. Young’s, Hise 50 
* 20, in session and at town Farm, | 50 
Dec. 22, ‘attending j jury meeting and revising jury box, 75 
* 24, to Exeter on pauper case, 50 


e7 


1857. ; 
Feb. 4, in session at Mr. Young’s, Bp, TER ARE? OT 
‘* 14, at Exeter on town business, sh 50 
‘* 18, in session at Mr. Young’s, 50 
‘« 19, writing three warrants for town meeting, 75 
‘« 20, in session, 50 
rf 26, half day at town Farm, “A — 50 

ss 26, afternoon and evening in session, 7 . 
‘« 27, going to Greenland on town business, 73 
Received payment, 338 00 


PHINEHAS MERRILL, 
1856. Town of Stratham to M. F.. Young, Dr. 


March 27, tovisiting James L. Huntress and hiring | 
Dr. Odell, 50 


‘* 27, attending jury meeting, 25 
‘* 29; at town farm to settle with Berry, 1 00 
April 1, at town farm and P. Merrill’s, | 1 00 
2. 3, 4, & 7 taking inventory, 6 25 
“ 8, going to Exeter on town business, | 60 
‘i 10, taking inventory, : 50 
“ 11, 12, 15, & 17, making assessment, 4 00 
il 24th, making Surveyor’ s books, &c., 1 00 
29, making return of inventory to Sec’ y of State, rs 
‘eg 30, filling out Surveyor’s warrants and distribut- 
ing books, 1 00 
May 1, writing Surveyor’ 8 appointments and making 
return, 1 00 
‘« 2, writing two indentures for J. L. Huntress’ boys, 50 
‘* 22, writing at P. Merrill’s on town business, . 50 
‘* 27, writing notices and giving do. towiden road, — 1 ‘00 
June 12, attending jury meeting, | 25 
‘‘ 19, widening road and making return, — 1 50 
‘© 22, to Exeter on town business, / 30 
_ July 12, at P, Merrill’s on town business, 25, 
_ Aug. 2, putting up guide boards, 50 
Sept. 2, attending jury meeting, 25 
_ ‘. 10, at town farm, asf 50 
_ _‘* 16, attending jury meeting, hadi 25 
- Oct. 15, half day in session, =~ . 50 | 
" 16, making and posting check list, ¥ 75 
“27, to Exeter on town business, | 30 
% 28, examining bridge, 33 
Nov. 1, in session to correct check list, — a 25 


wes 4, attending jury meeting and other business, , 50 


Now. 14, evening session, | | 
‘** 21, at Exeter on town business, 
Dec. 12, attending jury meeting, | 
‘revising jury box, 
Feb. 4, evening session, 
vt 18, evening session, 
" 20, making and posting ahesie list, 
“half day in session, | 
** 6, 1 day in session, 1 00) 
Stationery, &c., | 


Received payment, al 
Feb. 28th, 1857. M. F. YOUNG. — 
| Town of Stratham to E. M. C. Lane, Dr. 

1856. | | 
Noy. 14, evening session, 
Dec. 12, attending jury meeting and revising jury box, 
1857. 
eb. 4, attending evening session, 

‘* 20, half day in session, 
* 26, one day in session, 1, ¢ 
‘¢ 26, an evening session, : 


$3 


Receive. p7yment, 


February 27, 1857. E. M. C. LANE. | 
Recapitulation. 
Outstanding demands, $998 43 
Roads and Bridges, | 433 33° 
Schools, 674 06 
School Committees, ay ine 29 50 
i" Houses, . 96 49 
Sundry expenses, 408 05° 
Selectmen’s bills, 72 50 
‘Total amount of expenditure, | ga72 
‘Cash in Selectmen’s hands, ‘ 14 ¢ 


Whole amount received is, ‘ . ON ee $2726. 8 
| Stoptheles, Feb. 28th, 1857. 


‘This day examined the foregoing accounts of the Selectm 
end find them fairly eeagt ightly cast and vouched, and t 


4 
e 
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sum.of fourteen dollars and forty-eight cents in their hands.— 
$14 48. 


JOHN O. WIGGIN, j 
7. B. FRENCH, ' | Auditors. 
Notes outstanding against the town. 
Benjamin Moulton. $310 
_ John French, ' : 304 
+ James W. Rollins, } 54 | 
. H. Berry, | ~~" 957 
! Josiah Burley, : 565 
) Addison Wiggin, 129 
Geo. Janvrin, 297 
B. H. Jewitt, } 125 
Albert Janvrin, 237 
Due School District, No. 4, 118 02 
Other claims as estimated, 50 


5 iio $3175) 02 
oh Law oe ohl 
” Means of Payment. | 


A note of band, phox ver 109,00 
| Amount due from County, 10 09 
Due on bond of Smith & Scammon, 70. 00 
bua ‘ 7 $494 57 


A ite in debt last yer ere: * ‘3250 85 
Town Farm. . 


ER Receipts. } . 
From the Farm, 8466 10 
| For the County pauper’ s support, ~ 104 00 
Cash, ; 62 67 
|For widow A. Robinson, wood, Pgne ‘12 00 
a : | $644 77 
| General expenditures, €361 60 
Superimtendent’s services, 190° 00 
} Stock, hay and provisions, less than last year, 60 00 
™" ——— $6l1 60 
| Balance i in favor of the Bate : | $3317 
PHINEHAS MERRILL, j Selectmen 
M. F. YOUNG, aw). Ofjs: +s 
E.Me@: LANE, .. . } Stratham. 


Cash in Selectmen’s hands, ey $14 48. 7 


own i in debt, see / $2680 45. 


REPORT 


‘4 


Superintending School Committee. 


MUNICIPAL YEAR, ENDING MARCH, 1857. 


intial 


District No. 1. Prudential Committee, Z. J. Wicein. 
The Summer School was taught by Miss Lizzie F. Perkins. 
The teacher apparently exerted herself to advance the standard)’ 
of scholarship in her school and to a great degree succeeded) 
in her efforts. @{he good behavior of her pupils, and their } 
gradual advancement in their studies, was observable at the | 
several visits of the committee, and was the source of much# 
satisfaction to him. | . : 

The Winter School was under the supervision of Mr. Sam’ 
E. Brown. It was gratifying to the committee to remark th 
earnest efforts of his scholars to acquire and understand th 
lessons given them by their respected teacher, and to observ 
the good order and decorum maintained in the school room 
At the last visit of the committee, we noticed with great plea 
sure, that with regard to general knowledge, considerable pro-) 
gress had been made. Vy 

Distarer No. 2. Prudential Committee, Wm. L. Yratron.) 
The Summer School was taught by Miss Maritta M. Towers 
This school, during the whole term, appeared exceedingly 
well. The amiable instructress displayed much skill and — 
great perseverance. In fact her whole mind seemed absorbed | 
in the duties of her vocation, to such a degree even, in ou! 
opinion, as to impair her bodily health. There can be no 
question, that the amount of valuable information imparted to, 
her pupils was very considerable. ‘So far as our knowledge 
extends, every parent in the district, regards this school as be- 
ing one of the best ever taught therein. | 
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The Winter School was under the management of Mr. Gzo. 
T. Wicern. That Mr. W. exerted himself to give satisfaction 
to all concerned, there can be’no reasonable doubt ; that his 
success was commensurate with his efforts, it may be, is not so 
evident. However this may be, the committee will do him the 
justice to state that, at the examination, just prior to the close 
of the school, his scholars, generally speaking, appeared to 
very good advantage ; and that considerable improvement in 
the several classes was plainly discernible. 


Districr No. 3. Prudential Committee, Tuomas Prren. 
The Summer School was under the tuition of Miss Saran E. 
Proverre. ‘he teacher had amiable and kind manners, but, 
whether from lack of energy, or want of experience, her evi- 
dently sincere efforts for the improvement of her pupils, were 
not attended with the success so much desired. The commit- 
tee are of the opinion that, had she but thrown more enthusi- 
asm in her efforts to prove successful, her services would have 
proved of more value to the district. 

The Winter School under the charge of Mr. W. os ‘Cur: 
RIER; manifested a standard of proficiency and. good scholar- 
ehip beyond the expectation of the committee; and which does 
great honor to the teacher. The attendantsgof this school are 
deserving of( much credit for their uniformly good behavior, 
and clos attention to their studies. ‘They manifested a zeal 
and ability while performing the various tasks assigned them, 
worthy of high commendation. 


_ District No. 4. Prudential Committee, Jos. F. Wigein. 
The Summer School was in the care of Miss 8. D. SCAMMON. 
The teacher ever appeared industrious and persevering in her 
endeavors to instruct the children. The almost perfect order 
observed by them, upon the several unwarned visits of the 
committee, excited our surprise ; and the progress exhibited 


by them at the examination on the last day of the school, was 


very gratifying to us, and highly commendatory to themselvés 
and teacher. 

The Winter School was under the control of Mr. Revnen 
L. Lane. Mr. L. has been long and favorable’ known as a 
thorough and successful teacher, and in the opinion of the 
committee, this school has profited very much from his labors. 
The general good deportment of the scholars, and their exam- 
qnation in their various studies, afforded us much satisfaction—— 
acquitting themselves as they did, remarkably well, by the 
promptitude and correctness with which they performed the 
various duties assigned them. 
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That spirit of rebellion and insubordination, which the com- 
mittee were called upon to suppress, just prior to the close of 
Mr..J. J. Scammon’s services:as teacher of this school for the 
winter of ’55-6, but which, by the way, was not observable up--. 
on our arrival at the school. The belligerents, in the interim, 
haying made a hasty retreat from the scene of strife, thereby 
demonstrating their cognizance of the truth of the old adage, 
that ‘the better part of valor is discretion,’—were nowhere 
visible. We congratulate the residents of this district upon 
this favorable change, in the matter alluded to; and would ex- 
press the sincere hope that, no future teacher of this school, 
may have occasion to require an extra visit from the Superin- 
tending School Committee of the town. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Committee would improve this opportunity to indulge 
in a few brief remarks, and which we feel impressed to make. 


First; with regard to our schoolhouses. That they are not 
what they should be in point of convenience and other respects, 
in this age of progress and retorm, we apprehend, few, if any, 
will deny. There seems to be, in some respects, a want of 
adaptation to the furposes for which they were erected. For 
instance : the seats and desks are all of the same height. Now, 
if there was no difference in the size of children, no fault in 
this particular, could be found. Observe the upper and lower 
extremities of a youth of 18 years, and compare the same with 
those of a child of six years. Seats should be proportioned to 
the size of scholars; a matter which could have been easily 
arranged in the outset. As now constructed, the lower limbs 
of the larger scholars must needs be crooked and twisted in a 
very ungraceful manner, in order to preserve the equilibrium 
of their bodies; while the diminutive props of the younger ju- 


_veniles, ‘‘ seek, but seek in vain,” for soundings; and finding 


no rest for their weary soles, must of necessity, be left to dan- 
gle in empty space! Again, the floor of a school-room should 
be a level, instead of an inclined plane. The space needed 
for pure air, is decreased in consequence of this arrangement, 
and the scholars occupying the back seats, are forced to sit in 
the hot and impure air of the higher part of the room. No 
wonder they complain of nausea, dizziness and headache ! 

* Seconp. The Committee would recommend that more 
attention be given to reading in our’ schools. This branch 
of elementary instruction being the foundation of a good 
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education is entitled to’ pre-eminence. That it furnishes: 


the pupil a permanent basis for all subsequent attainments, 
all will admit. Its importance can scarcely be overrated. 
A taste for reading is the-greatest safeguard which the young 
can have against the misemployment of. time. Whoever has 
that taste, need never be alone. By means of books, he may 
traverse the earth, roam over the blue waters, unlock the gates 
of science, become skilled in the history, laws, customs, and 
deeds of all the people of the earth, and all this while sitting at 
the fireside, surrounded by the family circle. The exercises in 
this branch of instruction should be short; quality, instead of 
quantity, being the great desideratum. A clear, slow, and dis- 
tinct enunciation, performed in a tone of voice that can be 
heard with distinctness in all parts of the room, should ever be 
insisted upon by the teacher, until success in these particulars 
be attained. 

The Committee regret very much to state that, in more than 
one instance, scholars appeared to great disadvantage, in con- 
sequence of reading in a tone of voice so low, as to be inaudi- 
ble at a distance of but few feet from them. In a few instan- 
ces, we could not avoid the belief, how repugnant soever to us, 
that sheer obstinacy on the part of the pupil was the sole cause 
of this great deficiency ; and we would express our earnest de- 
sire that, those to whom this remark will apply, may be fed.to 
see the great folly of such improper behaviour, and so desery- 
ing of reproof. Particular and increased attention should 
| likewise be given to spelling, this branch of education being 
| intimately connected with that of reading, and being in fact, a 
|. direct auxiliary to the latter. This truth ought never to be 
lost sight of. 


> Tutro. The Committee would recommend for general use 
_ in our schools; writing books with prepared copies, believing 
' them to be ‘superior in all respects to those heretofore used, 
with but few exceptions, the which, were of the kind here 
spoken of. The copies are certainly unexceptionable in style 
and execution, and furnish the pupil with a style of penman- 
ship of uniform character, which cannot be excelled, and 
_which,-in most cases, is unattainable by the common school 


girls, having copies, the letters of which are somewhat finer, 
_ and possessing a grace and beauty, much admired and approv- 
ed of by female connoisseurs in the art. The remarks upon 
this subject, so far as they relate to the books, are designed to 
apply particularly to the series published by Shepard, Clark § 
| peo, of Boston. . 


. 


teacher. The books are designed for both sexes; those for ~ 
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- Fourra. With respect to school discipline. We would 
remark that the course pursued by our teachers the past year, 
with few exceptions, met our approval. We must however en- 
ter-our decided protest against the whip and spur system, so 
much in vogue by a certain class of teachers. There is, we 
‘qpine, in this matter of elementary instruction and government, 
‘a3.in most other cases, a proper medium. No doubt that some 
are so incorrigible before they are of a suitable age to have 
itheir moral sense properly appealed to, as to defy any other 
process of improvement than whipping the evil spirit out of 
them. But these instances, we are inclined to think, are com- 
paratively rare,and we confess to a belief early instilled into 
our mind that, evil of any kind, in the domestic or scholastic 
circle, or in the world at large, can better and more effectually 
be ‘* overcome of good.’? The throwing of a ruler, or ferrule 
at a scholar’s head, ought, in our opinion, to be considered as 
sufficient cause for the dismissal of the heartless barbarian of- 
ficiating as teacher. He should be made an example of—the 
interests of civilization would seem to require it. We give 
an instance of indiscretion,—to use a very mild term—on the 
partof ateacher. It was thesudden, and as we thought, cruel 


application of a switch to the sides of the face and ears of a _ 


child under six years of age, for no other reason that we could 
discover, than that he sat uneasily in his seat,—we like to have 


said pillory,—and which the little martyr had occupied some © 


two hours or more! At a later period we were the unwilling 
witness of further evidence of indiscretion (7) on the part of the 
same teacher. ‘The springing with a tiger-like suddenness and 
ferocity at achild, and lifting him by the head clear of the 


floor, some two feet, to the imminent danger of dislocating the — 


child’s neck, we regard as an act of savage barbarity, particu- 
larly so, when we bear in mind, that the sole cause of this has- 
ty display of wrath, was but the mispelling of a word! Wein- 
cline to the belief that it is an excellent thing for all who are 
engaged in giving instruction to children, frequently to call to. 
mind what they were themselves when young. It is not un- 
likely this practice would impart patience and forbearance, cor- 
recting unreasonable expectations, and causing them to be 
doubly patient and forbearing. 


‘Fiera. We would further avail ourself of our prerogative, 
to express our dislike, of what we shall call for want of: a bet- 
ter term, the stuffing or cramming system. Is it not apt to be 
the case that the intellects of our children are overworked ; 


a 


that an amount of study is imposed upon them which taxes _ 


: 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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the youthful brain beyond its powers of endurance? Ought nos 


the practice of giving our children out of school lessons, to be 
abandoned? Is not this habit on the part of the teacher a 
shirking of his duty, by throwing off the burden of teaching 
from their own shoulders, upon those of parents, when in fact 
they become the real teachers—sending their children to school 


to recite their lessons to the merely nominal teacher, and to | 


procure a fresh task from him for parents as welll as pupils? ? 
That the practice, just spoken of, has existed to a somewhat 
Jarge extent, at least in one of the districts, we know from ex- 
perience ; but that it has been productive of good results in 
the main, we very much question. Another grievance, as we 
deem it, of which we would complain, is that the lessons, as a 


general thing, are much too long. ‘‘ Children should be 


taught, no faster than they can /earn,’’ was the saying of one 


of the most learned of mankind=a very giant in intellectual 
strength, 


Sixtu. Another grievance of which children complain, and 
one which we think is deserving of consideration; is that, the 
‘noon intermission,’ is altogether too shost in duration. In- 
stead of twenty or thirty minutes time only, it should be three. 


times as long. After breathing the noxious and impure air of 


the school room, some two or three hours with but a slight 
recess—their crooked and cramped bodies, suffering for want 


of air and action, and their minds revealing unmistakable 


signs of fatigue and listlessness—they require straightening 
and untwisting in the open air, What though they are some- 
what uproarious in their mirth? It showld be borne in mind 
that their entire physical and mental organizations, loudly de- 
mand a change of condition, and will not rest satisfied short of 
obtaining the same. ‘They should be left to enjoy themselves 
in their own way, provided. of course, they keep within the 
bounds of propriety and no damage accrues to anybody in 
consequence. They will return to their books with willing 
minds and cheerful hearts, the bloom of health upon their 
cheeks; the virgin sos} of their understanding genialized and 
invigorated—ready to receive further accessions of the pres 
cious seed of knowledge; which, with the blessing of the 
Great Teacher bestowed upon it, will not fail to produce, in 
due time, a bountiful harvest. 


Annexed i is the statistical report of the several schools, Se. 3? 


for the municipal year now closing. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
BENJ. D. LAIGHTON, Sup. Sch, Pond 
Stratham, March 2d, 1857, 


. ce oo y 16 | 
Hl Be, ‘Statistical Report, &c. | 
. fe i 
| DISTRICTS,’' 12 3 (4 Torat.. 
Weeks erik in Summer, wirosth 19 17%16 16° 685 | 
, Weeks kept in Winter, 14.13 14.13 "54 
No. of different Scholars during the ideal 80 51 58 44 233 © 
No. of Scholars in Summer, 55 40 40. 31.) . 166 © 
No. of Scholars in Winter, 48 42 56 34 180. 
Average attendance, Summer, 30°29" 32%, 2a one 
Average attendance, Winter, 40° 33° 41 -28 142 


No. between 4 and 16 years old—Summer, 54 40 40 28 162 
No. between 4 and 16 years old—Winter, 44 38 | 
No. over 16 years old—Summer, 1 

No. over.16 years old—Winter, 4 4 
Wages of Teachers a month, including Wg 
‘board—Summer, $15 16 
: Wages of Teachers a month, including m4 
board—W inter, . OB) OR uiSS S4ecy 
Amount of Local Funds, $259 : 
Amount of income from Local Funds, - aks ’ 
Amount of income from Literary Fund, ‘ 61 08 © 
Pace or pollroad tax for Schools, . ; Soe ae 
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é gaa se Ren 7 §5 40 41 28 164 
z eading— Winter term, | 48 42 49 34 173 4 


A , Spelling Summer term, 55. 40 41° 28 164 — 
ae on, Spelling Winter term; ~~ 48 42 49 34 173 3 
a Arithmetic— Summer term, . 25582". 95" 24 106 | 
eee i rithmetic--- Winter term, (23 35 88 (84 1S0 — 
4 Serphpe Bucemer: term, . 2s 19 17 a4 RBH: 72 
ee graphy--Winter term, 25 20-23. 27 95 
mt mmar—Summer term, ee ee ae ke 


mar—Winterterm, = = 7 12 13 8 40° 
Summerterm, 21 31° 36 «18 106 | 
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